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Ione’s Community News:
Fall Festival Daze have passed and it was another success. Thank you- John Petruska and your
committee of many people- for doing an outstanding job of putting the whole thing together. Many,
many volunteer hours go into this event and it always “pays-off” making it enjoyable for people
from all over our area.
I wanted to inform everyone about our neighboring museum in Cedar Springs. Take a couple of
hours and go visit this wonderful spot with all kinds of artifacts, exhibits and archives. It looks like a
large city museum. I visited it last week and was amazed- and you will be too!
Our Kent City-Casnovia Historical Museum has some interesting artifacts and lots and lots of
pictures that Maynard has framed and placed on the walls. Many of them are school pictures of
kids from country schools.
We also have many files of families from our area. Our goal is to improve our files and add to what
we have. We would like to make a good genealogy and historical library with lots of pictures.
Please stop by – we’re only open on the 2nd Tues. of each month from 12:00-3:00 or call me at
616-678-7220 or Nita 616-678-4818 so we can arrange to meet you there. If you have an article
that you would like to share please send it to us and we’ll be glad to share it in future Gleanings.
I’m hoping for a gorgeous fall season and it certainly appears that it’s going to be. The articles are
submitted by Maynard, of course, and also Ed Morgan- Kent City Trivia

Please mark your 2014 calendar for the following meetings at 1:00pm
October 14th, November 11th (a tribute to our Veterans)
Annual Christmas Luncheon December 9th at 12:00 noon
will be held in the Tyrone Twp. Community Room
located at 28 E Muskegon St in Kent City

KENT CITY TRIVIA
Submitted by Ed Morgan
KENT CITY FIRE April 22, 1907. Most have heard of the fire which destroyed much of the
business area of Kent City. Much has been written about the fire through the years. For those of
your who have not seen it the Kent City Historical Society has a nice display put together of the
businesses and residences which were lost in the fire as well as a map with each building pinpointed. The fire was caused by a spark from the wheels of the train that were blown into a cedar
shingle roof of one of the businesses near the railroad track. The morning of April 22, 1907, was a
very windy morning. The spark landing in the wooden shingles combined with the high winds
cause a fire to happen which spread very quickly. The fire consumed most of the businesses and
homes on Main Street as well as several on the next street to the east. What many people do not
know is how the people fighting the fire were able to stop the fire from advancing on the west side
of Main Street.
Next to the current Laundry Mat on
Main Street is the small home
pictured here. At the time of the fire
it was a doctor’s office and was only
about half the size it is now. Some
quick thinking people thought
perhaps they could stop the fire on
the west side of the street if they
wrapped the little building in carpet
and doused the carpet with water.
That is what they did and they were
successful in stopping the fire on
that side of the street. The fire was
stopped here at this building which
saved the house next to it which is
the one that Andrew and Erma
Anderson later lived in for years(Marge Swanson’s parents). Also
saved was a house next door to the home that was later Andrew and Erma’s, a house that was
next to theirs and a building that was later Dr. Yegge’s office and also the building that was later
Carlson & Trofast Hardware and later Cavanaugh’s. Further damage was done out east of town
by embers which blew out to Tyrone Ave and began a grain field on fire at Ansel Snow’s which
was just north of 17 Mile Rd on Tyrone.

Rules to Live By – a lighthearted look at everyday life taken from a Builder/Architect magazine







If at first you don’t succeed, destroy all evidence that you ever tried
Love may be blind, but marriage is a real eye-opener
A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking
Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it
To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism, to steal from many is
research
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive






A clear conscience is usually a sign of a poor memory
Change is inevitable . . . except from vending machines
A fool and his money are soon partying
Always try to be modest and be proud of it

-This was taken from our historical files. It was published by the Sparta Advance in 1987.

Here is another story of Paul Emmories Memoirs from the
old days of Kent City. This had to have been in the 1930’s.
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**There must be someone “out there” that can fill us
in on all the Postmasters that served at the Casnovia
Post Office after Marie Norris.

